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House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BROWN).

———————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 1, 2021.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ANTHONY
G. BROWN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER

Monsignor Stephen J. Rossetti, The
Catholic University of America, Wash-
ington, D.C., offered the following
prayer:

O God, we are saddened by the injury,
death, and violence which have entered
this place and desecrated the peaceful
halls of our democracy. In this most
holy week of the year, we know and
trust that only You can truly cast out
the darkness. It is Your sacrificial love
that transforms our lives and our bro-
ken world.

Today, we ask for a special holy week
grace. Reconsecrate this building and
these grounds. Cast out the evil one.
Make this place what You intend it to
be: a source of hope and consolation for
the people of this Nation and beyond.
We make this prayer in Your holy
name.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(a) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the Journal of the last day’s
proceedings is approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Pledge of Allegiance will be led by the
gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
MOONEY).

Mr. MOONEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE MOD-
ERNIZATION OF CONGRESS FOR THE 117TH CON-
GRESS

Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER, pursuant to Rule
XI, Clause 2(a) of the Rules of the House of
Representatives, I respectfully submit the
rules for the Select Committee on the Mod-
ernization of Congress in the 117th Congress
for publication in the Congressional Record.
The Select Committee adopted these rules
by voice vote, with a quorum being present,
at our organizational meeting on Thursday,
March 25, 2021.

Sincerely,
DEREK KILMER,
Chair.

RULE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) The provisions of title II of H. Res. 6
(116th Congress) governing the proceedings of
the Select Committee on the Modernization
of Congress (hereinafter referred to as the
“Committee’’) are hereby incorporated by
reference and nothing herein shall be con-
strued as superseding any provision of that
title. The Rules of the House of Representa-
tives shall apply to the Committee to the ex-
tent that they are not inconsistent with that
title.

(b) Pursuant to clause 2(a)(2) of rule XI of
the Rules of the House of Representatives,
the rules of the Committee shall be made
publicly available in electronic form and
published in the Congressional Record not
later than 60 days after the Committee
adopts its rules.

RULE 2. MEETINGS

(a)(1) The regular meeting date of the Com-
mittee shall be the first Tuesday of every
month when the House is in session in ac-
cordance with clause 2(b) of rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives. If the
House is not in session on the first Tuesday
of a month, the regular meeting date shall be
the third Tuesday of that month. A regular
meeting of the Committee may be dispensed
with if, in the judgment of the chair of the
Committee, there is no need for the meeting
and if notice is given pursuant to clause 2(b)
of rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(2) Additional meetings may be called by
the chair of the Committee as the chair con-
siders necessary, in accordance with clause
2(2)(3) of rule XTI of the Rules of the House of
Representatives.

(b) Meetings of the Committee shall be
called to order and presided over by the chair
or, in the chair’s absence, by a member des-
ignated by the chair to carry out such du-
ties.

(c)(1) The date, time, place, and subject
matter of any meeting of the Committee
(other than a hearing) shall be announced at
least three calendar days (exclusive of Satur-
days, Sundays, and legal holidays except
when the House is in session on such days) in
advance of the commencement of such meet-
ing.
(2) The agenda for each Committee meet-
ing, setting out all items of business to be
considered, shall be provided to each member
of the Committee at least three calendar
days (exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and
legal holidays except when the House is in
session on such days) in advance of the com-
mencement of such meeting.

(3) At least 24 hours prior to the com-
mencement of a meeting for the markup of a
report, or at the time of an announcement
under clause 2(g2)(3)(B) of rule XI of the Rules
of the House of Representatives made within
24 hours before such meeting, the chair of
the Committee shall cause the text of such
report to be made publicly available in elec-
tronic form.

(d) The requirements of paragraph (c) may
be waived by a majority of those present and
voting (a majority being present) of the
Committee or by the chair with the concur-
rence of the vice chair, as the case may be.

RULE 3. HEARINGS

(a) The date, time, place, and subject mat-

ter of any hearing of the Committee shall be
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announced at least one week in advance of
the commencement of such hearing, unless
the chair, with the concurrence of the vice
chair, determines that there is good cause to
begin the hearing sooner.

(b) To the greatest extent practicable:

(1) Each witness who is to appear before
the Committee shall file with the Com-
mittee, at least two business days in advance
of his or her appearance, sufficient copies, as
determined by the chair, of a written state-
ment of his or her proposed testimony and
shall limit his or her oral presentation to a
brief summary thereof. The requirements of
this subparagraph may be waived or modified
by the chair when the chair, with the concur-
rence of the vice chair, determines it to be in
the best interest of the Committee.

(2) Each witness appearing in a nongovern-
mental capacity shall include with the writ-
ten statement of his or her proposed testi-
mony a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of
any Federal grants or contracts or foreign
government contracts and payments related
to the subject matter of the hearing received
during the current calendar year or either of
the two preceding calendar years by the wit-
ness or by an entity represented by the wit-
ness. The disclosure shall include (A) the
amount and source of each Federal grant (or
subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract
thereof) related to the subject matter of the
hearing; and (B) the amount and the country
of origin of any payment or contract related
to the subject matter of the hearing origi-
nating with a foreign government. Each wit-
ness shall file such disclosure with the Com-
mittee at least two business days in advance
of his or her appearance.

(3) The right to question the witnesses be-
fore the Committee shall alternate between
majority and minority members. Each mem-
ber shall be granted, at minimum, five min-
utes in the questioning of witnesses until
such time as each member who so desires has
had an opportunity to question witnesses.
All members will be permitted an additional
questioning period after each member of the
Committee present has been recognized once
for their initial questioning period.

The chair shall recognize in order of ap-
pearance members who were not present
when the meeting was called to order, after
all members who were present when the
meeting was called to order have been recog-
nized, in the order of seniority on the Com-
mittee.

(4) Under House Rule XI, clause 2(j)(2)(B),
the Committee may permit a specified num-
ber of its members to question a witness for
longer than five minutes during their initial
questioning period. Members may submit a
request for extended questioning during a
hearing to Committee staff. The chair will
consider these requests and select up to two
members of the Committee (one minority
and majority member) for an extended ques-
tioning period in consultation with the vice
chair.

(6) To the extent practicable, when seated
at the dais during meetings or hearings of
the committee, Members shall alternate by
party. The Committee should also consider
seating witnesses ‘‘in the round” or at a
round-table setting with committee mem-
bers.

(6) Each member may submit to the chair
additional questions for the record to be an-
swered by the witnesses who have appeared.
Each member shall provide a copy of the
questions in an electronic format to the
Committee no later than 10 business days
following a hearing. The chair shall transmit
all questions received from members of the
Committee to the appropriate witnesses and
include the transmittal letter and the re-
sponses from the witnesses in the hearing
record. After consultation with the vice
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chair, the chair is authorized to close the
hearing record no earlier than 15 days from
the date the questions were transmitted to
the appropriate witnesses.

(c) At any hearing of the Committee, open-
ing statements by members of the Com-
mittee shall be limited to 10 minutes in the
aggregate. The chair shall control five min-
utes and recognize members in the chair’s
sole discretion. The vice chair shall control
five minutes; the chair shall recognize mem-
bers for such time according to the direction
of the vice chair as communicated to the
chair.

(d) Hearings of the Committee shall be
called to order and presided over by the chair
or, in the chair’s absence, by a member des-
ignated by the chair to carry out such du-
ties.

(e) For the purpose of taking testimony
and receiving evidence, two members of the
Committee shall constitute a quorum. A ma-
jority of the members of the Committee
shall constitute a quorum for those actions
for which the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives require a majority quorum. For
the purposes of taking any other action, one-
third of the members of the Committee shall
constitute a quorum.

RULE 4. OPEN PROCEEDINGS

(a) Meetings and hearings of the Com-
mittee shall be open to the public, including
to radio, television, and still photography
coverage, unless closed in accordance with
clause 2 of rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives.

(b) The audio and video coverage of Com-
mittee proceeding permitted under clause 4
of rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall apply to the Committee.

(c) In accordance with Sec. 4 of H. Res. 965
and pursuant to the section 3(s) of H. Res. 8,
Remote Committee Proceedings Resolutions
established by the House Rules Committee
for the 117th Congress, the Committee may
conduct remote proceedings for all official
purposes, including member meetings, hear-
ings, and recorded votes when appropriate.
Committee members participating remotely
shall be counted for the purpose of estab-
lishing a quorum under the rules of the
House and Committee. Witnesses at Com-
mittee proceedings may also appear re-
motely. An oath may be administered to a
witness remotely for purposes of clause
2(m)(2) of rule XL. Remote hearings shall
abide by the regulations issued by the Com-
mittee on Rules with regard to remote delib-
erations.

(1) Copies of motions, amendments, meas-
ures, reports, or other documents may be
submitted to the committee in electronic
form. Any hearing conducted remotely shall
be considered open to the public for purposes
of section 4(a). When possible, the Com-
mittee should share live-video of the hear-
ing, as well as uploaded, recorded video after
the fact.

(3) Remote voting shall be conducted in ac-
cordance with H. Res. 965. Members attend-
ing remotely shall be counted for purposes of
establishing a quorum for voting.

(4) Remote voting may be recorded by
video for purposes of record-keeping. Re-
corded votes and video shall be made avail-
able on the Committee’s website within 24
hours of the hearing conclusion.

(5) Members participating remotely in a
committee proceeding must be visible on the
software platform’s video function to be con-
sidered in attendance and for purposes of es-
tablishing a quorum. Members participating
remotely off-camera due to connectivity
issues or other technical problems must in-
form committee majority and minority staff
either directly or through staff.

RULE 5. REPORTS

(a) Except as provided by paragraph (b), it

shall be the duty of the chair to submit or
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cause to be submitted promptly to the House
any report approved by the Committee.
Members shall have three days from the time
of the approval of a report to submit supple-
mental, minority, or additional views, which
shall be included as part of the report.

(b) Interim status reports of the Com-
mittee are not required to be submitted to
the House.

(c) No report may be approved by the Com-
mittee unless:

(1) A majority of the Committee is actu-
ally present; and

(2) The text of such report was made pub-
licly available in electronic form at least 24
hours prior to the commencement of a meet-
ing for the markup of such report, or at the
time of an announcement under -clause
2(2)(3)(8) of rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives made within 24 hours be-
fore such meeting.

(d) The Committee may only submit any
report, including the final report, to the
House or any committee if the report re-
ceives the votes of not fewer than two-thirds
of its members.

RULE 6. COMMITTEE RECORDS

Documents reflecting the proceedings of
the Committee shall be made publicly avail-
able in electronic form on the Committee’s
website and in the Committee office for in-
spection by the public, as provided in rule
XI, clause 2(e) of the Rules of the House of
Representatives, not more than 24 hours
after each meeting has adjourned, including
a record showing those present at each meet-
ing; and a record of the vote on any question
on which a record vote is demanded, includ-
ing a description of the motion, order, or
other proposition, the name of each member
voting for and each member voting against
such motion, order, or proposition, and the
names of those members of the Committee
present but not voting.

RULE 7. COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) Professional and other staff of the Com-
mittee are subject to the provisions of clause
9 of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, as well as any written per-
sonnel policies the Committee may adopt.

(b)(1) Except as provided by subparagraph
(2), the professional and other staff of the
Committee shall be appointed, and may be
removed by the chair, and shall work under
the general supervision and direction of the
chair.

(2) All professional and other staff of the
Committee provided to the minority party
members of the Committee shall be ap-
pointed, and may be removed, by the vice
chair, and shall work under the general su-
pervision and direction of the vice chair.

(3) It is intended that the skills and experi-
ence of all professional and other staff of the
Committee staff be available to all members
of the Committee.

(4) The chair shall fix the compensation of
all professional and other staff of the Com-
mittee, after consultation with the vice
chair regarding any professional and other
staff provided to the minority party mem-
bers of the Committee, within the budget ap-
proved for such purposes for the Committee.

RULE 8. BUDGET

(a) The chair shall prepare a budget pro-
viding amounts for staff, necessary travel,
investigation, and other expenses of the
Committee.

(b) From the amount provided to the Com-
mittee in the primary expense resolution
adopted by the House of Representatives, the
chair, after consultation with the vice chair,
shall designate an amount to be under the
direction of the vice chair for the compensa-
tion of the minority staff, travel expenses of
minority members and staff, and minority
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office expenses. All expenses of minority
members and staff shall be paid for out of
the amount so set aside.

RULE 9. TRAVEL

(a) The chair may authorize travel for any
member and any staff member of the Com-
mittee in connection with activities or sub-
ject matters under the general jurisdiction
of the Committee. Before such authorization
is granted, there shall be submitted to the
chair in writing the following:

(1) The purpose of the travel.

(2) The dates during which the travel is to
occur.

(3) The names of the States or countries to
be visited and the length of time to be spent
in each.

(4) The names of members and staff of the
Committee for whom the authorization is
sought.

(b) Members and staff of the Committee
shall make a written report to the chair and
vice chair on any travel they have conducted
under this subsection, including a descrip-
tion of their itinerary, expenses, and activi-
ties, and of pertinent information gained as
a result of such travel.

(c) Members and staff of the Committee
performing authorized travel on official busi-
ness shall be governed by applicable laws,
resolutions, and regulations of the House and
of the Committee on House Administration.

RULE 10. WEBSITE

The chair shall maintain an official Com-
mittee website for the purpose of carrying
out the official responsibilities of the Com-
mittee, including communicating informa-
tion about the Committee’s activities. The
vice chair may maintain an official website.
To the maximum extent feasible, the Com-
mittee shall make its publications available
in electronic form on the official Committee
website maintained by the chair.

RULE 11. OTHER PROCEDURES AND REGULATIONS

The chair, with the concurrence of the vice
chair, may establish such other procedures
and take such actions as may be necessary
to carry out the foregoing rules or to facili-
tate the effective operation of the Com-
mittee.

———

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until noon on Monday, April 5, 2021.

Thereupon (at 9 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, April 5,
2021, at noon.

————————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-722. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting noti-
fication that the national emergency with
respect to significant malicious cyber-en-
abled activities, originally declared in Exec-
utive Order 13694 of April 1, 2015, as amended
by Executive Order 13757 of December 28,
2016, is to continue in effect beyond April 1,
2021, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1622(d); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 202(d); (90 Stat. 1257) (H. Doc.
No. 117—25); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs and ordered to be printed.

EC-723. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting noti-
fication that the national emergency de-
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clared in Executive Order 13664 of April 3,
2014, with respect to South Sudan, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond April 3, 2021, pursuant
to 50 U.S.C. 1622(d); Public Law 94-412, Sec.
202(d); (90 Stat. 1257) (H. Doc. No. 117—26); to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs and or-
dered to be printed.

EC-724. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 24-38, “Workplace Safety During the
COVID-19 Pandemic Temporary Amendment
Act of 2021, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

EC-725. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 24-39, ‘“‘Homeland Security Fusion
Center and Law Enforcement Authority
Temporary Amendment Act of 2021, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

EC-726. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 24-40, ‘“‘Adams Morgan Business Im-
provement District Temporary Amendment
Act of 2021, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

EC-727. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 24-41, ‘“‘Fair Meals Delivery Tem-
porary Act of 2021”°, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

EC-728. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 24-42, “TOPA COVID-19 Tolling Ex-
emption for Low Income Housing Tax Credit
Transfers Temporary Amendment Act of
2021”°, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

——

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. BARRAGAN (for herself, Mr.
CARDENAS, and Mrs. HAYES):

H.R. 2293. A bill to establish procedures re-
lated to the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-
19) in correctional facilities; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself,
Mr. LAHOOD, Ms. SEWELL, and Mr.
HIGGINS of New York):

H.R. 2294. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the rehabilita-
tion credit for certain small projects, to
eliminate the requirement that the tax-
payer’s basis in a building be reduced by the
amount of the rehabilitation credit deter-
mined with respect to such building, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER (for her-
self, Ms. LEE of California, Ms. KELLY
of Illinois, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia,
and Mrs. HAYES):

H.R. 2295. A Dbill to amend title VII of the
Public Health Service Act to provide for a
loan repayment program for the HIV clinical
and dental workforce, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Ms.
NEWMAN, Mr. COHEN, Mr. NADLER, Mr.
TAKANO, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. WIL-
LIAMS of Georgia, Mr. GARCIA of Illi-
nois, Mr. COOPER, and Mrs. HAYES):

H.R. 2296. A Dbill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to prevent predatory debt collectors
from receiving paycheck protection program
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loans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business.

By Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania (for himself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. MORELLE, Ms.
HOULAHAN, and Ms. SCANLON):

H.R. 2297. A Dbill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to provide coverage and
payment under title XIX of the Social Secu-
rity Act for services furnished to individuals
who are patients in institutions for mental
diseases during the COVID-19 emergency pe-
riod and 180-days thereafter, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. BROOKS (for himself, Mr.
GAETZ, Mr. GOODEN of Texas, Mr.
DESJARLAIS, Mr. PERRY, Mr. GOSAR,
Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. NORMAN, Mr. POSEY,
Mr. BABIN, Mr. ROSENDALE, Mr. HICE
of Georgia, and Mr. GooD of Vir-
ginia):

H.R. 2298. A bill to expand the use of E-
Verify, to hold employers accountable, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary, and in addition to the Committees
on Education and Labor, and Ways and
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. CASTOR of Florida (for herself
and Mr. UPTON):

H.R. 2299. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Commerce to conduct a study and submit to
Congress a report on the effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic on the travel and tour-
ism industry in the United States, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. CAWTHORN:

H.R. 2300. A bill to terminate certain exec-
utive actions, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform, and in
addition to the Committees on the Judici-
ary, Foreign Affairs, Armed Services, and
Homeland Security, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. CICILLINE (for himself, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. TAKANO, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Mr. COOPER, Mr. PAYNE,
Mrs. BEATTY, Ms. SPEIER, Ms. McCoL-
LUM, Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr.
EVANS, Mr. DANNY K. DaAvis of Illi-
nois, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. SARBANES,
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. MEEKS,
Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr.
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania,
Ms. LEE of California, Ms. CLARKE of
New York, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. KiMm of
New Jersey, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms. SE-
WELL, Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr.
PRICE of North Carolina, Ms. TLAIB,
Miss RICE of New York, Mr. SCHIFF,
Mr. LEVIN of Michigan, Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD, Mr. STANTON, Mr. MOULTON,
Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. WELCH, Mr. PAL-
LONE, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. RUSH, Mr.
HUFFMAN, Ms. MENG, Mr. TRONE, Mr.
GARCIA of Illinois, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mrs.
CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York,
Mr. NEGUSE, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
DEGETTE, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Ms. SCAN-
LON, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr. TONKO, Ms.
BROWNLEY, Mr. SWALWELL, Ms. GAR-
CIA of Texas, Mr. PANETTA, Mrs.
DEMINGS, Ms. TITUS, Mr. LOWENTHAL,
Mrs. HAYES, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Georgia, Mr. SuU0zzI, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. KHANNA, Mr.
HASTINGS, Mr. DEFAzIO, Ms. LoOIS
FRANKEL of Florida, Ms. JAYAPAL,
Mr. PETERS, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. RYAN,
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